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Proclamation 6289 of May 7,1991 

Small Business Week, 1991 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The freedom we celebrate during this 200th year of our Bill of Rights 
has enabled the United States to become a strong and prosperous 
Nation. Able to enjoy the unfettered "pursuit of Happiness" and al­
lowed to reap the fruits of oiu* labor, we Americans have achieved un­
paralleled levels of innovation and productivity. This week we honor in 
a special way America's small business men and women—courageous, 
hardworking individuals who have taken advantage of our Nation's 
free enterprise system and helped to show that this is, indeed, a land 
of liberty and opportunity for all. 

Each day America's small business man and women help to lead the 
way in the development of new technology and products and in the im­
provement of existing goods and services. These indusfrious leaders 
also help to create jobs and opportunities for milhons of their fellow 
citizens while promoting the economic development of their communi­
ties. In so doing, they demonstrate that individual initiative and private 
enterprise are keys to advancement for both individuals and nations. 

Driven by more than 20 million small businesses, America's thriving 
free enterprise system serves as a model for the world. Indeed, as na­
tions in Eastern Europe and elsewhere move to restructiu'e their econo­
mies—an immense task that will entail many challenges—^America's 
small businesses provide an inspiring example of free market principles 
in action. 

Our Nation's entrepreneurs understand the risks and challenges faced 
by business owners in a market-driven economy, but they also appreci­
ate the rewards of taking an idea and making it work, creating jobs 
and meeting a payroll, and contributing to one's commimity. Today 
many small business owners contribute to their communities not only 
throiigh their day-to-day activities but also through corporate philan­
thropy and voluntary service. Demonstrating that good citizenship is 
good business, many small business owners and their employees are 
reaching out to persons in need of a helping hand. These entrepreneurs 
are among the points of light that reflect our Nation's conscience and 
illuminate its social landscape. 

Because small businesses enrich our lives in so many ways, because 
their owners and employees have a vital role to play in keeping Amer­
ica competitive, we must continue working to maintain a business cli­
mate that is conducive to their success. Doing so will require eliminat­
ing government regulations wherever they are counterproductive, offer­
ing incentives for investment, and reducing the tax rate on long-term 
capital gains. It will also require that we continue working for a level 
playing field in the international marketplace, eliminating barriers to 
the free flow of goods and services aroimd the world. As they have 
demonsfrated time and again, when given the freedom and the opportu­
nity to put their talent and ideas to work, America's small business 
men and women not only succeed, they excel. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution 
and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim the week of May 5 
through May 11, 1991, as Small Business Week. I urge all Americans to 
join me in saluting our Nation's small business men and women by ob­
serving that week with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh 
day of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-one, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun­
dred and fifteenth. 

^" GEORGE BUSH 

Prodamation 6290 of May 10,1991 

Infant Mortality Awareness Day, 1991 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
In the past, this Nation's high rate of infant mortality has stood in 
tragic contradiction to our enviably high standard of living and to our 
traditional reverence for human life. Fortunately, however, that uncon­
scionable trend is changing. According to the Department of Health 
and Human Services, preliminary data indicate that the United States 
infant mortality rate in 1990 was 9.1 deaths per 1,000 live births—the 
lowest ever recorded and a substantial reduction over the past decade. 

The infant mortality rate is affected by a number of different factors, 
including the failure of many pregnant women to obtain adequate pre­
natal care. Although the government cannot fulfill the primary responsi­
bility of parents in caring for their children, public officials at the Fed­
eral, State, and local levels have been working together with health 
care providers and other concerned Americans to help expectant moth­
ers protect the lives of their imbom children through proper nutrition 
and prenatal care. 

Advances in science and technology have enabled us to see how such 
behaviors as substance abuse and smoking can lead to low birth 
weights, disability, chronic illness, and early susceptibility to death 
among infants. Advances in science have also enabled us to save the 
lives of babies who are bom prematurely or who develop dangerous 
conditions while still in the womb. In an effort to bring this information 
to pregnant women and to cut existing rates of infant mortality by half 
in 10 high-risk areas within 5 years, we have launched a national cam­
paign against infant mortality. This includes the "Healthy Start" pro­
gram, a pilot project that will bring early prenatal care to thousands of 
low-income mothers while helping to identify which government pro­
grams work best. 

Each and every himian life is precious, and every one deserves care 
and protection. On this occasion let us renew our determination to 
ensure that every child in America receives the best possible start in 
life, beginning with quality prenatal care throughout pregnancy for ex­
pectant mothers. 
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